
 

Nurse Witness Requirements on Medications 
02/01/2021 

Some build inconsistencies have been identified in the way the nurse witness requirement displays at some 

hospital sites but not at others. Efforts have been made to review, update and standardize these 

requirements. You may notice an update for medications that require a second nurse witness during 

medication administration or rate changes. 

Remember that a second nurse witness is vital on high-risk medications to keep our patients safe. 

Some examples of medications/routes that require nurse witness are below. This is not a comprehensive list. 

• Heparin infusions should have a required nurse witness for new bags and rate changes, but not for 

subcutaneous administrations. 

• Insulin IV push and infusions should have a required nurse witness for new administrations and rate 

changes. Insulin subcutaneous should not have a required nurse witness.  

• Fentanyl Infusions require a nurse witness for new bags and rate changes but fentanyl IV push does 

not. 

• All chemotherapy medications require a second nurse witness 

 

 


